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     Congratulations to Joseph Auer, Liz Larson and Herbert Windolf 
for being elected as your PSF Board of Directors, and a special 
thanks to all who voted. The PSF by-laws give members the 
opportunity to voice their opinions and select individuals to guide 
PSF into the future. 

      As an organization of 250 unique, individual members from 
across the globe, our by-laws state that we need at least 10% of our 
members to vote in the annual election. We are fortunate that we 
have members who not only believe in the organization, but want to 
volunteer their time, money and talents. We would like to give a 
special thanks who cast their ballots this year. 

FOR VOTING 

Loren Acton 

Bill Anders 

Joseph A. Auer, Jr. 

Karen Baran 

Leo Baran 

Beth Baranski 

Jim Baranski 

Mary Becker 

Mary Sue Coates 

Cecilia Cooper 

Jim Dole 

Doug Firebaugh 

Larry Fulfs 

Bonnie Garrity 

Joe Garrity 

Jeff Glenn 

Judith Glenn 

Philip Glenn 

James Hagen 

Nancy Heggem 

Doug Hicks 

George Johnson 

Ernest Jolas 

Candace Kohl 

Eugenia Krzyanski 

Janet Landato 

Craig Larson  

Elizabeth Larson 

Evelyn Larson 

Richard Leary 

Jerry Marty 

Janet Moote 

Andrea Nolan 

Ryan Nolan 

Deborah Pausz 

Marsha Prieboy 

Kevin Ramsden 

Mary Ramsden 

Joan Reylek 

Loren Reylek 

Nancy Ricondo 

Ramon Ricondo 

Caroline Sipiera 

Diane Sipiera 

Paul P. Sipiera 

Dave Smith 

Anne Swan-Johnson 

Dan Tindall 

Linda Virag 

Herb Windolf 

James Wotal 

Thank You! 

CONFIRM  

YOUR EMAIL! 

The PSF will be sharing more 

announcements, educational resources 

and a digital newsletter beginning this 

winter. Please make sure we have your 

current email address. 

 

Send email to: amcplanets@gmail.com 



     As the third quarter of 2021 rapidly comes to an end it is time to say ''Goodbye” to “an old friend” 

that has served your Planetary Studies Foundation very well over the last thirteen years.  By saying 

“an old friend” I mean our 1876 Banwarth House & Museum located in Elizabeth, Illinois.  Looking 

back to the Spring of 2008 the PSF Board of Directors voted to actively pursue the purchase of a 

facility that would serve as our permanent headquarters.  Given authorization to work within a 

$180,000 budget, numerous properties in the Galena, IL area were visited and rejected for a variety of 

reasons.  Then by chance we noticed a beautiful Victorian home was for sale in the nearby town of 

Elizabeth, IL. Upon inspection, it was determined that the house was in “move-in” condition and within 

our price range.  One very important buying feature was the property’s modern two car garage with a 

loft that could be used as an office/library facility.  Location also turned out to be an important deciding 

factor.  This building was located adjacent to the State of Illinois’s Apple River Fort Interpretative 

Center that attracted thousands of visitors each year.  Given all these various positive reasons the 

PSF Executive Board voted to make an offer.  Our offer was eventually accepted with the closing 

taking place on November 7, 2008.  PSF’s future now seemed to be clear and this purchase took us 

out of our rental situation and placed us in an equity-building position.  Once we took possession our perspective of just how to utilize 

it began to change.  Originally, PSF thought to use the building as a modern office facility and library. That idea quickly changed once 

we learned of the historical importance of this property.  One half of the house was built in 1868 by John Helmick and the second half 

completed in 1876 by Karl Banwarth. Both men were prominent Elizabeth businessmen involved in the blacksmith and later 

mercantile trade.  It was now decided that the house would be dedicated as a historic public museum and the garage used as PSF ’s 

office space.  In September 2009 the 1876 Banwarth House & Museum was dedicated and opened to its first visitor.  Since then, 

thousands of visitors enjoyed their guided tours and scheduled programs until the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic forced us to shut our 

doors.  With no visitors, scheduled programs and income for the foreseeable future, the facility became more of a liability rather than 

an asset.  At the 2021 January Executive Board meeting it was decided to try and sell the property, but circumstances delayed that 

process until early July. A real estate agent was contacted and the property was prepared and listed for sale. Much to our surprise the 

second person to look at the house made an immediate offer and PSF accepted it the next day.  As it turns out the buyer is a former 

Elizabeth resident and very familiar with the house and its historical importance.  She plans to maintain much of the house’s historic 

look and yet make it her primary residence.  PSF could not have chosen a better person to continue the “custodianship” of this historic 

property. The closing is scheduled to take place on September 30th and the new owner is anxious to move in. PSF wishes her a long 

and happy future at 208 E. Sycamore, Elizabeth, IL. 

     Our Annual Members Meeting was held on September 11th as a ZOOM event.  Several important issues were discussed and voted 

upon and passed by the Executive Board of Directors.  The first order of business was the certification of the election of the three 

Board candidates by our Executive Secretary Andrea M. Nolan.  Congratulations to returning members Joseph A. Auer, Jr. and 

Herbert Windolf, and to our newest board member Elizabeth Larson.  We also took this opportunity to express our sincere thanks to 

retiring board member Patricia Tierney for her many years of valuable contributions and advice during some of PSF’s more difficult 

times. Other issues of importance included the passing of the 2022 Budget and a Resolution to sell the 1876 Banwarth House & 

Museum.   

     So, what does the future look like for your PSF after we leave the Banwarth House & Museum? The PSF Board of Directors 

decided that the proceeds from the Banwarth sale would be held in a reserve account earmarked for a future science facility.  It was 

also decided that the 2022 Budget should concentrate on our continuing meteorite research, operation of the Doug Firebaugh 

Astronomical Observatory, and cooperative science education efforts with the Putnam Museum and Science Center in Davenport, 

Iowa.  The meeting concluded with the acknowledgement of and sincere thanks to the very generous people who helped us with the 

very difficult move from the Banwarth House and Museum.  Thanks to our members Paula, Cole and Olivia Feiner, Connie and Jim 

Kahl, Liz Larson and our friends from the community Lisa and Emma Walters and Tammy Trebian. Very special thanks to our dear 

friend Alisan Giesy from Seattle, Washington who spent two weeks helping out in many different ways.  As luck would have it COVID-

19 finally caught-up with the Sipiera family.  Apparently on August 15th while I was in Davenport, IA I was  exposed to the virus.  Four 

days later I tested positive and became a “break-through” victim with no idea of what could happen next.  When Alisan heard of our 

uncertain situation she immediately volunteered her help and flew-out the next day. Not only did Alisan take care of Diane and I at 

home, but she immediately stepped in and began organizing the move from the Banwarth House. Words cannot express how grateful 

we are to Alisan for all her caring help and sincere kindness she demonstrates during the worst of times.  
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General Operations Fund 
 

$1000 
 

Donation administered through The Blackbaud Giving Fund on behalf of 
Varian Medical Systems and its donors 

 
Up to $200 

 
Anne Swan-Johnson 

Herbert Windolf 

DONORS SPOTLIGHT 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
 

Life Membership 
 

Elizabeth Larson 

RENEWING MEMBERS 
 
 

Contributing Membership 
 

Jim & Beth Baranski 

 
 

Sponsoring Membership 
 

Judith Glenn 
 

 
Family Membership 

 
Leo & Karen Baran 

Jeff, Judith, Philip Glenn 
Jill & Sean McHugh 
Dan & Pam Tindell 

 
 

Individual Membership 
 

George Johnson 
Anne Swan-Johnson 

Marsha Prieboy 
Jan Susner 

MEMBERS CORNER 
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PSF 2022 BUDGET 
GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES FOR 2022 

 

General Office: 

 Office Support Personnel =         6,000 

 Internet Services =         1,000 

 Office Supplies/Maintenance =           400 

 Postage =             600 

 Newsletter & Postage =                                        2,000 

Marketing:   

a) Meteoritical Society Student Travel Grant =     3,000 

b) Putnam Museum & Science Center Exhibit =   5,000 

Student Meteorite Research Internship =       8,000 

Firebaugh Observatory =          1,000          

                            Sub-total = $27,000 

METEORITE RESEARCH 

SELF-FUNDING PROGRAM SUBJECT TO ANALYTICAL FEES & SALES 

 

a) Analytical Services: Brown University                                         

& Washington University in St. Louis =                               4,000 

b) Sample Preparations (Probe Sections) =        3,000          

Research Personnel Compensation =                                6,000          

               Sub-total = $13,000 

PSF 2022 Budget 
 

Grand Total = $40,000 

ANTICIPATED INCOME 

 

 I. Membership Dues =                2,000 

 II. Analytical Service Fees =        6,000 

 III. Donations and Contributions =                    30,000 

 IV. Bank Interest (CD & MM) =        2,000 

                        Grand Total = $40,000 

PSF 2022  

Anticipated Income 
 

Grand Total = $40,000 

Doug Firebaugh Observatory—Freeport, IL 
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     On September 18
th
 at 6:06 p.m. CST the SpaceX 

Crew Dragon Resilience landed in the Atlantic Ocean off 

the coast of Cape Canaveral, Florida. 

     Although billionaire-funded, private spaceflight has 

already been in the news this year with Virgin Galactic’s 

July 11
th
 flight of founder Richard Branson and 

employees and Blue Origin’s July 20
th
 flight of Jeff Bezos 

and three other passengers, this flight was uniquely 

special because it marked the world’s first all-civilian 

human spaceflight to orbit and was part of a massive 

fundraising effort for St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital.  

     American billionaire businessman, pilot and 

commercial astronaut, Jared Isaacman, purchased the 

flight from SpaceX in order to raise $200 million for 

childhood cancer research. Isaacman was joined by 

Hayley Arceneaux, a physician's assistant and childhood 

cancer survivor; Chris Sembroski, a data engineer; and 

Sian Proctor, a geoscientist and community college 

professor. The four citizens made up the Inspiration4 

crew and their flight marked the first time that a 

spacecraft carried humans into space without any 

professional astronauts on board. 

“I think if orbital space flight is just an exclusive domain of 

a couple of countries in the select few, I don’t know how 

far we’re going to get,” Isaacman, 38, said in an NBC 

interview. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission completed several historic firsts, including 

the: 

• First all-civilian human spaceflight to orbit 

• First black female spacecraft pilot 

• Youngest American in space 

• First person to fly to space with a prosthetic 

• Farthest flight for a human spaceflight since the 

Hubble missions 

• First time SpaceX has operated three Dragons in 

space 

• First free-flight of a Dragon spacecraft on a human 

spaceflight mission 

• Largest contiguous window ever flown in space 

• First splashdown of a Dragon crew in the Atlantic 

Ocean 

• First thrice-flown Falcon 9 booster to launch a human 

spaceflight mission 

 

To learn more visit www.inspiration4.com 

BY ANDREA M. NOLAN 

Inspiration4 Completes World’s First All-Civilian Orbital Mission to Space 

A “selfie” of the Inspiration4 crew in space in the Dragon’s cupola 

A MISSION...  

within A MISSION 

I think if orbital space 
flight is just an exclusive 

domain of a couple of 
countries in the select 

few, I don’t know how far 
we’re going to get. 
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Planetary Studies Foundation 

(PSF): Where did you grow up? 

 

Alisan Tucker-Giesy (ATG): I 

grew up in Kirkland, Washington, 

which is on the other side of a large 

lake from Seattle. This barrier made 

me an "Eastsider", not a "Seattlite". 

  

PSF: How did you become 

involved with the Planetary 

Studies Foundation? 

 

ATG: My partner, Tony Irving, 

works with Paul on meteorite 

classification, so I have come to 

know the foundation and Paul and 

Diane through that 

connection.  Before that, I was 

helping to create a kit for teaching 

Astronomy at the 6
th
 grade level, 

and found a video of Paul 

explaining meteorites, which ended 

up being used for many years at 

the 6
th
 grade level in Shoreline, 

WA.  I guess that is really my first 

experience with the educational 

outreach aspect of PSF. 

 

PSF: What was your career? 

 

ATG: I just retired from teaching 

Biology and Earth and 

Environmental Science: 25 years at 

the high school level (1996 - 2021) 

and 5 years at the middle school 

level (1980 - 1985). In between I 

had 2 children. 

  

PSF: Do you have a favorite 

hobby? 

 

ATG: I love to work in my garden 

and raise fruit and vegetables. I 

also like to read and walk in the 

neighborhood (and look at other 

peoples' gardens!).  

  

PSF: Which is your favorite 

area of science? 

 

ATG: That's a hard question!  I 

started in Biology, so I have a 

deeper, longer knowledge in 

that subject, but the addition of 

Earth Science and Astronomy 

have deepened my general 

understanding and have made 

my teaching experience much 

more fun.  

 

PSF: Where is your favorite 

place that you have traveled 

to? 

 

ATG: Any ocean beach I have 

ever been on, and Lubeck, 

Germany, where I was an 

exchange student in high 

school. 

   

PSF: We understand you love the 

arts, how did you get involved 

with musicals and community 

plays? 

 

ATG: My mother took my brother 

and me to live theater shows when 

we were young, and at the high 

school level I got my first chance to 

be in a musical.  Since then I have 

sung, danced, acted, stage-

managed and propped my way 

through many shows, and met 

really wonderful people! 

 

PSF: You seem to like historical 

places and events. If you can 

travel back or forward in time, 

which time would you like to go 

to?   

 

ATG: I love reading about medieval 

England and Wales, and it would 

be fun to find out how people really 

lived in those times and places.  

 

PSF: What advice would you give 

to our young readers and 

science enthusiasts? 

 

ATG: Never pass up a chance to 

learn something new in science 

when it is offered to you!  It is 

amazing how interconnected all the 

disciplines are, and learning about 

something new in one often gives 

you a better insight into something 

you already know in another. ♦ 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  Alisan Tucker-Giesy  
Alisan Tucker-Giesy is a PSF member and partner to Dr. Tony Irving, PSF’s meteorite researcher based out of Seattle, 

Washington. Alisan is an educator, science enthusiast and extremely kind person who came through for the Sipiera 

family in a big way this summer (see President’s Message on page 2). 

Alisan in Bandolier tuff in New Mexico  
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AUTUMN 
CELESTIAL 
CALENDAR 

October 20 — Full Moon 

 

October 21,22 —  Orionids Meteor Shower 

This meteor shower is produced by dust grains 

left behind by comet Halley. The shower peaks 

this year on the night of October 21. Best viewing 

will be from a dark location after midnight and will 

radiate from the constellation Orion. 

 

October 25 — Mercury at Greatest Western 

Elongation 

The planet Mercury reaches greatest western 

elongation of 18.4 degrees from the Sun. This 

is the best time to view Mercury since it will be 

at its highest point above the horizon in the 

morning sky. 

 

October 29 — Venus at Greatest Eastern 

Elongation 

The planet Venus reaches greatest eastern 

elongation of 47 degrees from the Sun. This is 

the best time to view Venus since it will be at 

its highest point above the horizon in the 

evening sky. 

 

November 5 — Uranus at Opposition 

The blue-green planet will be at its closest 

approach to Earth and its face will be fully 

illuminated by the Sun. It will be brighter than 

any other time of the year and will be visible 

all night long. 

 

November 19 — Full Moon 

In addition to donations and dues, you can contribute to the PSF by participating in Amazon’s charitable program. 

SELECT THE PSF: Search 

Amazon Smile and select the 

Planetary Studies Foundation as 

your charity. 

START SHOPPING: Be sure 

to start each purchase at 

smile.amazon.com and the PSF 

will receive .05% from all eligible 

purchases. You can bookmark 

the webpage to make sure you 

don’t forget this important step. 

SPREAD THE WORD: 
Encourage your family and 

friends to choose the PSF, too. 

Amazon earned over $386 billion 

in net sales in 2019 alone — 

help us receive a tiny piece of 

that pie! — it’s free to you and 

helps us earn valuable funds. 

  

CALLING ALL AMAZON SHOPPERS! 

Coming this winter… a NEW 

FEATURE for our 

members… PSF News 

Online! 

In addition to your PSF News 

newsletter delivered to your door 

each quarter, the PSF will begin 

sharing more announcements and 

educational resources through a 

digital newsletter beginning this 

winter. We will feature guest 

writers, meteorite research news, 

observatory events and much 

more. 

 

HOWEVER, we need your current / preferred email address to make 

sure it gets to you. Many of our members have been with us for many 

years and a lot of the email addresses we have are old or nonexistent. Your 

“opt-in” helps us ensure we follow digital rules and regulations around 

digital business communications. You will be instantly added to the 

members-only email list and begin receiving our brand new digital 

communications beginning this winter. 

Please take 1 minute to send an email to:  

amcplanets@gmail.com  

 

MORE FOR  

OUR MEMBERS 



In addition to donations and dues, you can 

help contribute to the PSF by participating in 

Amazon’s charitable program. 

• SELECT THE PSF: Search Amazon 

Smile and select the Planetary Studies 

Foundation as your charity. 

• START SHOPPING: Be sure to start 

each purchase at smile.amazon.com 

and the PSF will receive .05% from all 

eligible purchases. You can bookmark 

the webpage to make sure you don’t 

forget this important step. 

• SPREAD THE WORD: Encourage 

your family and friends to choose the 

PSF, too. Amazon earned over $386 

billion in net sales in 2019 alone — 

help us receive a tiny piece of that pie! 

— it’s free to you and helps us earn 

valuable funds. 
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Regular Membership  ____ $   20.00 1 year  or ____ $ 35.00  for 2 years  

Family Membership  ____ $   35.00 1 year  or ____ $ 60.00  for 2 years  

Sponsoring Membership  ____ $   50.00 1 year  or ____ $ 90.00  for 2 years  

Contributing Membership  ____ $ 100.00 1 year  or ____ $180.00  for 2 years   

Student Membership  ____ $   10.00 1 year 

Life Membership   ____ $ 500.00 

Please accept this donation ____ $ ______ 

Name:  __________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________ 

City:  __________________________________________ 

State:  _________________ Zip Code:      ____________ 

Email:  __________________________________________ 

Phone:  _______________________ 

Please make checks payable to  

Planetary Studies Foundation 

 

Please mail the membership form 

along with a check to: 

 

Planetary Studies Foundation 

10 Winterwood Lane, Unit B 

Galena, IL 61036 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

PLANETARY STUDIES FOUNDATION 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: 

 

www.planets.org 

For more information about our mission                                

and upcoming events, visit: 

& Doug Firebaugh Observatory 


