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PSF would like 
to wish  

Everyone a  
Happy Holidays 

and a  
Prosperous New 

Year! 
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Congratulations: 
 
To Paula F. Sipiera who was awarded a second place Youth Essay 
Certificate of Merit for her junior high essay on what citizenship means to her.  Her award reads �In recognition of ex-
cellence in the Patriot�s Pen Youth Essay Competition, you have been designated  AN OUTSTANDING YOUNG 
SPOKESPERSON OF THE FUTURE�.  The competition was sponsored by the Veteran�s of Foreign Wars and its La-
dies Auxiliary. 
 
To James A. Lovell on the 40th anniversary of his Gemini 12 flight with Buzz Aldrin.  Together they spent 14 days 
orbiting the Earth in a very cramped and ting capsule.  That capsule is now on display at the Adler Planetarium in Chi-
cago as part of its new Shoot for the Moon exhibit which features Jim Lovell.  This exhibit is very informative and  quite 
entertaining through its use of several interactive displays.  It is definitely worth the trip to downtown Chicago to see it. 
 
To John Hardy on his joining the faculty at St. Viator High School in Arlington Heights, Illinois.  Although he currently 
teaches German, John still maintains his interest in Astronomy.  His students will certainly benefit from his enthusiasm 
for the German language and culture. 
 
To Jim Schwade on the publication of his book The Schwade Meteorite Collection.  His book features many excep-
tional photos of rare meteorites along with interesting facts that make these specimens more than just display pieces.   
Jim�s collection ranks among the world�s finest and is a tribute to his many years of meteorite collecting.   This book is 
a must for every meteorite collector! 
 
On the travel scene, Galena member Lary Sommers recently returned from a trip to Dublin, Ireland where he repre-
sented The Chicago Athenaeum, a Galena-based firm that sponsors awards in architecture and architectural designs.  
They presented their New World Architecture Exhibit to the Professional Royal Institute of Architecture of Ireland. 
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Jim Lovell and Richard Hoover at the Thiel Mountain Range 
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For more information and to register for these and other programs, call the Challenger office at (815) 338-7722 
or stop by the center at 222 Church Street in Woodstock. To find out more about the Challenger Learning Cen-
ter, log onto our website at www.challengerillinois.org. 
 
Family Science Night Series      
 
Join in the most popular series at the Challenger Center that combines families and science with exploratory fun! The first Friday of 
every month is a family program that focuses on a different theme with activities each member of the family will enjoy! 
 
Program Fee: $10 per person per program. Includes pizza and pop. Pre-registration is required. 
 
Participants: Ages 5+. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
 
 Tallest Tower Competition  Friday, January 5th  - 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

Bring your thinking caps and take the challenge! Each family will work together to come up with a plan to create the tallest 
free-standing tower with a set amount of supplies. It’s the ultimate workshop that combines strategy and teamwork. 
 
The Great Airplane Race  Friday, February 2nd – 6:00-8:30 p.m. 
There’s more than one way to make a paper airplane! Come and learn a few new folds, tricks and techniques followed by a 
paper airplane toss for prizes. 
 
Science Olympics   Friday, March 3rd – 6:00-8:30 p.m. 
Put on your thinking cap for a night filled with scientific challenges! Families will work as teams to brainstorm, problem 
solve and create works of science doing several different and fun tasks, such as building a catcher for an egg that will be 
dropped from various heights. 
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